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Funeral SERMON, &c. 


The 1ſt Epiſtle of the Th chap. iv. and latter part 
of the 17th and 18th verſes. And fo ſhall we ever be 
with the Lord. Wherefore Comfort one another with . 
theſe Words. 

HE words are a conſolation brought 

by che apoſtle from the third heaven, 

TSA where he was, by extraordinary pri- 

FE” vilege, rais'd, and ſaw, and under- 


2 ſtood how great a happineſs it is to 
de with Chriſt; and they are addreſt 
do believers, to modeiate and allay 
their ſorrows for the death of thoſe ſaints, who, by 
their conjunction in blood or friendſhip, were moſt 


dear to them. Thus he ſpeaks in the 13th verſe, 


T 


„I would not have you be ignorant, brethren, con- 


© cerning them which are aſleep, that ye ſorrow not 
c as others which have no hope.” The heathens, 
that were ſtrangers to a future ſtate, and thought that 
after a ſhort courſe through the world, mankind would 
be loſt for ever in the dead ſea; might with ſome 


pretence, abandon themſelves to the extremity of cheir - 


aſſions. But chriſtians, to whom life and immorta- 


ity are revealed by the goſpel; who believe, that as 


Jeſus died and roſe again, ſo all that ſleep in Jeſus, 


that perſevere in faith and holineſs to the end, Gad 


A 2 will 
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will bring with him, are forbid upon the moſt weighty 
reaſons to indulge” their grief in exceſs. The union 
between Chriſt and believers is inviolable; and from 
thence it follows, they ſhall be partakers with him | in 
his glory. The ſoul immediately after death ſhall be 
with Chriſt, whilſt the body repoſes in the grave; 'tis 
in his- preſence who is life and light, and Has a vital, 


joyful reſt in communion with him. And in che 


appointed time the bodies of the ſaints, thoſe happy 
ſpoils, ſhall' be reſcued from the dark priſon of the 


grave, and be. ſharers with their fouls in immortal 
ys. WR? 


Tais conſummate happineſs of the ſaints, the Apoſtle 
aſſures from the. higheſt autnority, the word of the 


Lord; and: deſcribes. his glorious appearance, ſo as 


to make the ſtrongeſt imprefſioa on our minds. ** For 


<<. the: Lord::himſelf! ſhail deſcend from heaven with a 
, ſhout, with the voice of an arch- angel, and with 


<<: the trump of God; and the dead in Chriſt ſhall 
6 riſe firſt. Then we which are alive, and remain, 
e ſhall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
e to meet the Lord in the air; and ſo ſhall we be 
ever with the Lord.” Then death, the laſt enemy, 
ſo fearful and feared by men, ſhall be deſtroyed. And 
the captive prince of the world, with all the powers of 


darkneſs, and all other rebellious ſinners that obſti- 


nately joined with him, ſhall: be brought in chains 
before his dreadful tribunal; and after the great act 


of the univerſal judgment ſhall be compleated, then 
all the ſaints ſhall: make their triumphant entry with 
the captain of their ſalvation, into his Naehe and: 5 


ſhall ever. be with Ow LOW 


ti 


? 


131 


the ſaints. after the reſurrection, ſhalb be compleatly 
and eternally bappy in the preſence of Chriſt, To 
make this ſupernatural bleſſedneſs more eaſy and in- 
telligible to us, the ſcripture deſcribes it by ſenſible re. 
preſentations, For whilſt the ſou] is cloathed with 
fleſh, fancy has ſuch a dominion, that we can conceive 
ot nothing, but by compariſons and images taken from 
material things. *Tis therefore ſet forth by a Feaſt, 
and a kingdom; to ſignify the joy and glory of that 


ſtate. But to prevent all groſs conceits, it tells us, 


that the bodies ot the ſaints ſhall: be ſpiritual, not capa- 

ble of hunger and thirſt ; nor conſequentiy, of any 
refreſhment that is cauſed by the fatis faction of thoſe: 
appetites. The objects of the moſt noble! fenſes, ſee- 
ing ang] hearing ; the pleaſure of which is mix'd with 

reaſon, and not common to the brutes, are more fre- 
quently made uſe of, to reconcile that glorious ſtate to 
the proportion of our minds. Thus ſometimes the 
bleiſtd are repreſented plac'd on thrones, with crowns 

on their heads; ſometimes: cloathed in white, with 
palms in their hands; ſometimes ſinging ſongs: of 


triumph to him that ſits on the throne, and to their 


Saviour. But the reality of this bleſſedneſs, infinitely ' 
exceeds al! thoſe faint metaphors; heaven is leſſened 
by comparifuns from earthly things. The Apoſtle, / 
who was dignified with the revelation of the ſucceſſes 
that) ſhall happen to the church, till time ſhall- be no 
more; tells us, it does not appear what we ſhall be in 
eternity... I he things that God has prepared for thoſe 
that love him are far more above the higheſt aſſent of 
our thoughts, than the marriage feaſt of a great prince 
exceeqs rim ſplendor and magnificence, the imagination 
of one that. has always liv'd in an obfcure village; and 
never jaw any ornaments of ſtate, nor taſted wine in 


his life. We can think of thoſe things according to 
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[6] 
the poverty of our underſtanding; but ſo much we 


know, that is able to ſweeten all the bitterneſs, and 
render inſipid all the ſweetneſs of this world, 


Tuis will appear by conſidering, that whatever is 


requiſite to conſtitute the perfect bleſſedneſs of man, 


is fully enjoyed in the divine preſence, An exemp- 


tion from all evils, is the firſt condition of perfect 


bleſſedneſs. The ſentance of wiſe Solon is true 


in another ſenſe than he intended. No man can be 
named happy whilft in this valley of tears. But upon 
the entrance into heaven, all thoſe evils that by their 
number, variety, or weight, diſquiet and oppreſs us, 


are at an end. 


: Stix, of all evils the moſt hateful, ſhall be aboliſh'd, | 


and all temptations that ſurround us, and endanger 


our innocence, ſhall ceaſe. Here the beſt men lament 


the weakneſs of the fleſh; and ſometimes the violent 


aſſaults of ſpiritual enemies. St. Paul himſelf breaks 
forth into a mournful complaint, „O wretched man 
« that I am, who ſhall deliver me from this body of 
„ death.” And when harraſs'd with the buffetings 


of Satan, renews his moſt earneſt addreſſes to God ; 
to be freed from them. Here our purity is not abſo- 


the relicts of that deep defilement, that cleaves to our 
nature. Here our peace is preſerved with the ſword 


in our hand, by a continual warfare againſt Satan and 
the world : But in heaven, no ignorance darkens the 


Jute, We muſt be always cleanſing: ourſelves from 


mind; no paſſions rebel againſt the ſanctified will; 


no inhereat pollution remains. The church is without 


ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing; and all tempta- 


_* 
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tions that war againſt the ſaul, ſhall then ceaſe. The 


tempter was caſt out of heaven, and no poiſoned arrows . 


can 
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can reach that purified company, glorious liberty, 
here ardently deſired, but fully enjoyed by the ſons of 
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God above. And as fin, ſo all the penal conſequences 
of it are quite taken away. The preſent life is an 
incurable diſeaſe, and ſometimes attended with that 
ſharp ſenſe that death is defired as a remedy, and ac- 
cepted as a benefit. And though the ſaints have re- 
viving cordials, yet their joys are mix'd with ſorrows z 
nay, Cauſed by forrows. The tears of repentance are 
their ſweeteſt refreſhment. Here the living ſtones are 


cut and wounded, and made fit by ſufferings for a 


temple unto God in the new Jeruſalem : But as in the 
building of Solomon's temple the noiſe of a hammer 
was not heard, for all the parts were framed before, 


with that exact deſign and correſpondence, that they 
firmly combined together. They were hewn in ano- 


ther place; and nothing remained, but the putting 


them one upon another in the temple; and then, as 


ſacred, they were inviolable. So God, the wiſe archi- 


tect, having prepared the ſaints here by many cutting 


afflictions, places them in the eternal building; where 


no voice of ſorrow is heard. Of the innumerable 
company above is there any eye that weeps? any 
breaſt that ſighs? any tongue that complains, or ap- 
pearance of grief? The heavenly ſtate is called lite, 
as only worthy of that title; there is no infirmity of 
body, no poverty, no diſgrace, no treachery of friends, 
no perſecution of enemies: There is no more death, 
nor ſorrow, nor crying, nor ſhall there be any more 
pain; for former things are paſt away. Rev. chap. 


 ** xx1, 4. God will wipe away all tears from the eyes 


of his people.“ There ſalvation is compleat in all 
degrees; pure joy is the privilege of heaven; un- 
mixed ſorrows the puniſhment of hell. A concurrence 


off all poſitive excellencies is requiſite to bleſſedneſs; 
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1 and theſe are to be conſidered with reſpe& to the 


If Taz body ſhall be awak'd out of its dead ſleep, and | 
0 quick'ned into a glorious, immortal life. The ſoul | 
and body are the eſſæntial parts of man; and though || 
I; the inequality be great in their operations that reſpect 
jj Holineſs, yet their concourſe is neceflary, Good | 
It actions are deſign'd by the counſel and reſolution of 
ll the ſpirit, but perform'd by the miniſtry of the fleſh. 
th Every grace expreſſes itſelf in viſible actions by the 
| body. In the forrows of repentance it ſupplies tears; 
in faſtings its appetites are reſtrained ; in thankſgivings 
| the tongue breaks forth into the joyful praiſes of God, 
| All the victories over-fenſible pleaſure and pain are 
| obtained by the ſoul, in conjunction with the body; 
! no tis moſt becoming the divine goodneſs, not to 
1 deal fo differently, that the ſoul ſhould be everiaſtingly |. 
| happy, and the body Joſt in forgetfulneſs. The one 
1 glorified in heaven; the other remain in the duſt. 
| ll From their fit ſt ſetting out into the world to the grave, 
| they rau the ſame race, and ſhall enjoy the ſame reward. 
{| Here the body is the conſort of the ſoul in obedience 
and ſufferings, het eafter in fruition ; when the crown 
4 of purity, or palm of martyrdom, ſhall! be given by 
dj the great judge: in the view of all, they ſhall both 
| EE partake in the honour. Of this we have an earneſt in 
| jj the reſurtection of Chriſt, in his true body, Who is 
[i « the firſt fruits of them that ſleep, 1 Cor chap. xv.“ 
1 „ He ſhall change our vile bodies, that they may be 5 
* faſhioned like to his glorious body; according to 
« the working of his power, whereby he is able to 


| <« ſubdue all things to himſelf, Phil. chap. iii. 1.” 
ji 

| nitely above the periſhing pride of this. : 

lj | 3 RI ut 
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but in appearance; like the falſe colours painted on 


the feathers of a dove, by the reflection of the light, 


which preſently vaniſh, when it changeth its poſture, 
or the light 1s withdrawn ; indeed what can be more 

:lorious than to be conform'd to the humanity of 
Chriſt ? the ſeat of all beauty and perfection. This 
conformity ſhall be the work of his own Hands, and 
when omnipotence interpoſes, nothing is difficult: 
the railing the body to an unchangeable ſtate of glory, 
is as eaſy to the divine power, as the forming it at firſt 


in the Womb. As the ſun labours no more in the 


mines, in forming gold and ſilver, the moſt precious 
and durable metals, than in the production of a poor 
ſhort-liv*d flower: 2d, The ſoul ſhall be made perfect 
in all its faculties. The underſtanding ſhall clearly 
ſee the moſt excellent Objects. Now we know but 
e in part, 1 Cor. chap, xiii.” The naked beauty of 
divine things is vailed, and of impoſſible diſcovery 3 
and the weakneſs of the mind is not proportionable to 
their dazling brightneſs, ** But when that which is 
© perfect is come, then that which is in part ſhall be 
© done away.” In that enlight'ned ſtate, the glorious 
manifeſtation of the objects, ſhall as much exceed the 
cleareſt revealing of them here, as the ſun in its full 
luſtre, one beam of light ſtrain'd through a crevice in 
the wall; -and the underſtanding ſhall be prepared to 
take a full view of them. The erefore the Apoltle 
compares the ſeveral periods of the church, in reſpect 
of the degrees of knowledge, to the ſeveral ages of 
this life. When I was a child, I fpake as a child, 
« I underſtood as a child, I thought as a child: but 
* when I became a man, I put away childiſh things.” 
In children, the organs, either from exceſs of mo: ſture, 
or their ſmallneſs, are indiſpoſed for the vigorous 
exerciſe of the mind? ſome ſtrictures of reaſon appear, 
X B pre: 
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a preſaging ſign what will be, but mixt with much 
obſcurity. But when the organs are come to their juſt 
proportion and temperment, the ſoul diſplays its 
ſtrength and activity. All things of a ſupernatural 
order, ſhall then be clearly diſcovered. The contri- 
vance of our ſalvation, the ways of conducting us to 
bleſſedneſs,. which are objects of a ſublime nature, will 


afford an exquiſite pleaſure to the underſtanding, 


All the ſecrets of our redemption ſhall be unſealed , 
the great miſtery of godlineſs, the incarnation of the 
eternal ſon, and his according juſtice with mercy, ſhall 
then be apparent. The divine counſels in governing 
the world, are now only viſible in their wonderful 
effects, either of mercy or juſtice, and thoſe moſt 
dreadful ; but the reaſons of them are paſt finding out. 
But what our Saviour ſaid to Peter, What IJ do, 
© thou knoweſt not now, but ſhall know hereafter,” 
is applicable to theſe impenetrable diſpenſations; all 
the original fountains of wiſdom, as clear as deep, 
ſhall then be opened. We ſhall then fee the beauty 
of providence in diſpoſing temporal things, in order 
to Our eternal felicity, We now fee, as it were, the 
rough part, and knots of that curious embroidery: 
but then the whole work ſhall be unfolded, the ſweet- 
neſs of the colours, and proportion of the figures 
appear. There we ſhall be able to expound the per- 
plexing riddle, ** How, out of the eater came meat; 
* and out of the ſtrong came ſweetneſs.” For we 
ſhall know as we are known ; we ſhall ſee God, Our 
Saviour tells us, This is life eternal, to know thee 
« the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou 


« haſt' ſent.” The beginning and perfection of our 


happineſs conſiſts in this knowledge. The deity is 


ſpiritual, and inviſible to the eye of the body; infinite 
and incomprehenſible to the foul; But we ſhail then 


= 
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1! 
ſo clearly underſtand the divine perfections, that our 
preſent knowledge compared to that, is but as the 
ſeeing a dark reſemblance in a glaſs, to the clear view 
of a perſon in the native beauty of his face. God is 


moſt gloriouſly preſent in heaven: For according to 
the degrees of excellence in the work, ſuch, fuch are 


the impreſſions and diſcoveries of the virtues of the 


cauſe. Now all ſenſible things in the low order of 
Nature, Are but weak reſultances from his perfections, 
in compariſon of their illuſtrious effects in the divine 
world, The glories of the place, and of the inhabi- 

tants; the angels and ſaints, clearly expreſs his ma- 
Jeſty, goodneſs and power. But in a tranſcendent 
manner he exnibits himſelf in the glorified mediator, 
« He is ſtyled the brightneſs of his father's glory. 
* and the expreſs image of his perſon ;”* not only for 
his equal pertections, in reſpect of the unity of their 
nature, but to ſignify, that God in the perſon of the 
incarnate mediator, is ſo fully repreſented to us, that 
by the ſight of him, we ſee God himſelf in his un- 
changeable excellencies. This appears by the follow- 
ing words, That having purged us from our fins, 
he ſat down on the right hand of the majeſty on high“ 
for they reſpect the fon of God as united to the human 
nature, in which he perform'd the office of the prieſt- 
hood, and took poſſeſſion of his glorious kingdom. 
During his humble ſtate, the divine virtues, wildom, 
goodneſs, holineſs, and power, were ſo viſible in his 
perſon, life, revelations, and miraculous works, that, 
when Philip ſo long'd for the ſight of the father, as 
the only conſummate bleſſednels, Shew us the 
e father, and it ſuffices;” He told him, He that 
« has ſeen me, has ſcen the father alſo.” But how 
brightly do they appear in his triumphant exaltation; 


*twas his prayer on earth; Father, I will chat they 
3 & alſa 


BE 


te alſo whom thou haſt given me, be with me where 
<« I am, that they may behold my glory, ineſtimable 


« felicity.” Whether we conſider him in the reſpe& of | 


an object, that incomparably tranſcends all the created 
glory of heaven, or in the relation of our head, on a 


double account; partly becauſe he was debaled into 
the form of a ſervant, and ſuffered all indignities and 


cruelties of ſinners for us; has received the recompence 
of his meritorious ſufferings, the triumph of his vic- 
tory, being glorified with the father, with the glory he 
had before the world was; and partly, becauſe every 
member ſhall be conform'd to him in his glory ; we 
ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as he is; and 
all felicity and glory is comprized in that promiſe, 


„ The fight of the face of Moſes when radient, had 


* no transforming efficacy,” for the light of it was 
not in him as its ſource, but by derivation. But God 
is light effentially, and the ſight of his perfections will 
be productive of his likeneſs in us, ſo far as it may be 
in a reſtrained ſubject. When our Saviour was upon 
the holy mount, and one vaniſhing beam of glory ap- 
peared in his transfiguration, Peter was ſo tranſported 


at the ſight, that he forgot the werld and himſelf. 


How raviſhing then will the ſight of him be in his 
triumphant majeſty ? when we ſhall be transfigured 
ourſelves. 2d, As we ſhali behold God's face, know 
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love. The confinual preſence of God is in different 
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reſpects, the cauſe and effect of our love to him. For 
there is no powerful attractive to love him, than to 
ſee him; and love keeps the thoughts undiv ided from 
him. God is love,“ and will kindle in us a pure 


affection, that eternity ſhall never leſſen. 1 5 


Our affections that are now ſcattered on many 
things, wherein ſome ſmall refiections of his goodneſs 
appear, ſhall join in one full current in heaven; where 
God is all in all. We ſhall then underſtand the riches 
of his love, that God, who is infinitely happy in 
himſelf, ſhould make man for ſuch a glory, and ſuch 
a glory for man. And that when for his rebellion, he 


was juſtly expell'd from paradiſe, and under a ſentance 


of eternal death ; God ſhould pleaſe to reſtore him to 
his favoyr, and to give him a better ſtate than was 
forfeited. Woe ſhall then underſtand our infinite ob- 
ligations to the ſon of God, who deſcended from the 
heaven of heavens to our earth; and which is more, 
from the majeſty wherein he there reign'd; from the 
glory wherein he was viſible to the ange ical minds, 
and became man for men. Redemption for the loſt; 
to purchaſe immortal life for thoſe who were dead to 
that bleſſed life. In ſhort, then God will expreſs his 
love to us in the higheſt degrees, that a finite creature 
is capable to receive from love itſelf; and we ſhall 
love him with all the ſtrength of our glorified powe.s. 


_ Cowpertear ſatisfaction flows from union with God, 
by knowledge and love. In his preſence is fulneſs 
of joy, at his right hand are pleaſures for ever.“ 
The cauſes and excellencies of the heavenly life, are 
in thoſe words expreſs d. The cauſes are the influctive 
preſence of God; the revelation of his attractive per- 

fecdions: 
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fections; the beholding his face; the declaration of 
his peculiar favour. This our bleſſed Lord himſelf 
had a reſpect to, as the compleat reward of his ſuf- 
ferings. Thou ſhalt make me full of joy with thy 
« countenance.” And his right hand, his bounty, 
that diſpenſes, and power that ſecures that felicity : 
The excellencies of this ſlate are fulneſs of joy, and 
that without diminution, or end. When the foul 
opens its eyes to the clear diſcoveries of the firſt truth, 
and its breaſt to the dear and intimate embraces of the 
ſupreme good, beyond which, nothing remains to be 
known, nothing to be enjoy'd ; what a deluge of the 
pureſt pleaſures will overflow it? We cannot aſcend 


in our thoughts ſo high, as to conceive the exceſs of 


Joy that attends thoſe operations of the glorified ſoul, 
upon its proper object, but {ſomething we may con- 


jecture. 1ſt, Thoſe who are poſſeſt with a noble 
paſſion for knowledge, how do they deſpiſe all lower 


pleaſures. in compariſon of it! How do they them- 
jelves, negle& the body, and retire into the mind | 
The higheſt part of man, and neareſt to God : The 
bare apprehenſion of ſuch things, that by their internal 
nature, have no attractive influence upon the affec- 
tions; is pleaſant to the underſtanding, as the appear- 
ance of light, though not attended with any other 
vilible beautics, refreſhes the eye after long darkneſs; 
ſo the clear diſcovery of truths, how abſtract ſoever 
that were before unknown, is grateful to the intellec- 
tive faculty. Thus ſome have been ſtrangely tranſ- 


ported with the pleaſures of a mathematical demon- 
ſtration; when the evidence, not the importance of 
the Thing, was ſo raviſhing. For what is more dry 
and barren of delight, than the ſpeculation of flgures 
and numbers? Solon, when near his end, and ſome of 
his friends that viſited him, were ſpeaking ſoftly of a 


point 
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point of philoſophy, by a ſound wiſdom was awakened 
from the ſleep of death, that was juſt ſeizing on him 
and opening his eves, and raiſing his head to give at- 
tention; being aſked tho reaſon of it, anſwered, *That 
« when I underſtand wat you are diſcourſing of, I 
* may die.“ Such was his delight in knowledge, 
that a little of it made his agony inſenſible. But here 
are many imperfections that leſſen this intellectual 
pleaſure, which ſhai] ceaſe in heaven. Here the acqui- 
ficion of knowledge, is often with the expence of 
health; the flower of the ſpirits, neceſſary for natural 
operations, 1s waſted by intenſe thoughts, How often 
are the learned ſickly ? as the flint when 'tis ſtruck, 


gives not a ſpark without conſuming itſelf, fo know. 


ledge is obtain'd by ſtudies, that waſte our faint ſenſi- 


tive faculties, But then our knowledge ſhall be a free 
emanation from the ſpring of truth, without our labour 
and puns, 
comparing things; our ignorance is diſpell'd by a gra- 


Here we learn by circuit, and diſcern by 


dual ſucceſſion of light; but then univerſal knowledge 


hall be infuſed in a moment. Here after all our 
labour and toil, how little knowledge do we gain ? 
every queſtion is a labyrinth; out of which, the nimbleſt 
and molt ſearching minds, cannot extricate themſelves, 
How many ſpecious errors impoſe upon our underſtand- 


ings? We look on things by falſe lights, through de- 
ceiving ſpectacles; but then our knowledge ſhall be 
certain and compleat : There is no forbidden tree in 
the celeſtial paradiſe, as no inordinate affection. But 
ſuppoſe that all things in the compals of the world 
were known, yet ſtill there would be emptineſs and 
anguiſh in the mind; for the moſt comprehenſive 
knowledge of things that are inſufficient to make us 
happy, cannot afford true ſatisfaction. But then we 
ſhall ſee God in all his excellencies; the ſupreme * 
| an 
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and end; the only felicity of the ſoul. How will the 
fight of his glory, perſonally ſhining in our dear Re- 
deemer, in the firſt-moment quench our extream thirſt; 
and fill us with joy and admiration? *Tis not as the 
naked conception ef treaſures, that only makes rich in 
ideas, but that divine ſight gives a real intreſt in bim. 


The angels are ſo raviſhed with the beauties and 


wonders of his face, that they never divert a moment 
from the eee of it. 


2d, Tur pure love of the ſaints to God is then fully 
ſatisfied ; love conſidered as an affection of fris :ndſhip, 1 1s 
always attended with two dleſires; ; to be aſſured of reci- 
rocal love, and to enjoy the converſation of the perſon 


| beloved, the teſtimony of his eſteem and good- will. This 


kind of affection ſeems to be inconfiſtent with that infi- 
nite diſtance that is between God and the creature. But 
though tis difproport otiable to the divine majeſty, 

tis proportionable to his goodneſs. Accordingly our 
Saviour, promiſes, He that loves me, ſhall be loved 
ther; and F will love him, and will manifeſt 
& myſelf ufito him And to confirm our Belief of this 
aſtoniſhing condeſcenſion, repeats it, © If a man love 


„ me, my father will him: and we will come to him; 


« and will make our Abode with him.” ln the preſent 
ſtate, the figns of God's ſpecial favour are exhibited to 
Now he beſtows on them the honour of 
being his ſons 3 the graces and comforts of his ſpirit ; 
the precious carneſty of his love, and ſeal of their Re- 
demption, But in eminency of degrees, the effects of 
his love are incomparably more glorious in heaven, 
Here the faints are adopted; there crown'd. There 
he opens all the bright treaſures of his wiſdom, the 
riches of his goodnels, the beauties of his holineſs, the 
Zlories of his power; and by the intimate applications 


of 


nim; 


d to 


ur of 


irit; 


Re- 


As of 


aven, 
"here 
„ the 
„, the 
tions 


of : 


and glory of God himlſelf, 
no more powerful motive to love God, than becauſe 
he is moſt worthy of it, as he is God; a being of 
infinite excellencies, and therefore to be loved abe ve 


9 ; . Ed 
— 


That God is infinitely bleſſed and glorious. 


this, the ſupream defire of love ts accompliſhed, that 


the moſt beloved Object is 
elent 


to them. 


171 


of his preſence, makes his love moſt ſenfible to them. 
Oh! the delights between God and glorified ſouls x 
God looks on them with an engaged eye, as hi own, 
by many dear titles, and is well pleaſe: in his own 
goodneſs to them, and raviſned with the reflex of his 
own excellencies ſhining i In them. As the bridegroom 


rejoiceth over the bride, ('tis the language of divine 
love) fo their God rejoices over them. And what a 
bleſſed reſt do they find in the compleat fruition of 


their beloved! All their deſires quieily expire in his 
boſom, What triumphs of joy follow! Can we tr-me 
a fuller conception of happineſs, than to be perfectly 


| loved by infinite goodneſs, and perfectly to love him. 


zd, Tun ſupream joy of the ſaints is, for the felicity 
For as the holy ſou! fcels 


the deareſt perſons and things, even itle'f; ſo the 
higheft joy it partakes of is, from this conſideration: 
For in 


perte&tly honcured and 

leaſed. In heaven, the love of the (iints to God is in 
is high. ſt perfection, and they ſee his glory in the 
moſt perfect manner, which cauſes a tranſcendent joy 
And this one reaſon why the ſaints, cthouagh 
ſhining with unequal degrees of glory, are equz iy 
content, For their moſt ardent love being ſet on od, 


that he is pleas'd to glority himſelt by ſuch v ridus 


communications of his goodneſs, is full ſatis; ions to 


2 | their defires, 


z glory, every one is ſo content with his own, that there 


Beſides, in thoſe different degrees of 


ly no . deſire of being but Wal he IS, - 
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Tur full joy of heaven ſhall continue without 


diminution, or end. When God himſelf ſpeaks of 


the glory of his church, which he begins now, and will 
perfect hereafter, he ſaith, That he hath adorned 
„ her with gold, ſilver, ag precious ſtones 3 that he 
* hath cloathed her with fine linen, with ſilk and 
e needle-work.” Therefore the ſaints tpeaks in this 
manner, I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my fout 
0 ſhall be joyful in my Gad; for he hath cloathed me 
with the garments of {alvation, he hath covered me 


* 


« with the robes of righteouſneſs, as a bridegroom 


„ decketh himſelf with ornaments; and as a "bride 
e adorneth herſelf with her jewels,” And if you take 
notice of ſuch as ſtand before the throne of God, and 


in the preſence of the Lamb, that worſhip him day 
and night in his temple, you will find them eloatheck 
with long robes, whitened in the blood of the Lamb: 


In a word, hearken to the ſong of the glorified faints, 

ſaying, <* Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour 
* to God ; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and 
« his wife hath made herſelf ready; and to her was 
granted, that ſhe ſhould be arrayed in fine linen 


and White, tor the fine linen is the rig hteouſneſs 
„of ſaints. 


How excellent is thy loving kindneſs, O God 
therefore the children of men put their truſt under the 
ſhadow of thy wings. They ſhall be abundantly ſatis- 
fied with the fatneſs of thy houſe, and thou ſhalt make 
them drink of the rivers of thy pleatures. Bleſſed is 


the nian whom. thou chooſeth, and cauſeth to approach 


unto thee z that he may dwell in thy courts. He ſhall 
be ſatisfied with the goodneſs of thy houſe, even of thy 
holy temple. Our Saviour himſelf ſays, That many 


» ſhall come from the Eaſt, and from the Weſt, and 
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# ſhall fit at table in the kingdom of heaven, with 
6 Abraham, Ilaac, and Jacob. 


Kii s feaſt onde one hundred days; 


but the feaſt which the faints ſhall celebrate in heaven, 


and which hath been prepared from the foundation of 
the world, ſhall continue for all eternity, 


Or all feaſts, ſuck as are for nuptial ſolemnities, are 


moſt eſteem'd, when they are for kings and princes of 


the earth ; for on ſuch occaſions, there are the greateſt 


and moſt extraordinary rejoicings, Therefore the 


happineſs of heaven is expreticd by a marriage. Our 
Saviour himſelf makes uſe of this compariſon, in the 
12th chap. of St Matth. The kingdom of God, 
„ (faith he) is like unto a king, which made a marriage 
“ for his ſon,'** This cauied the glorious church to 


ſpeak in this manner. © Let us rejoice and give glory 


„to the Lord our God; for the marriage of the 
„% Lamb is come.” Finally, the Holy Ghoſt hath 


commanded to write and record theſe words for ever. 


Bleſſed are thoſe that are called to the marriage feaſt 


of the Lamb. 


Lier us conſider the happy day of conſummation of 
our marriage with the divine Lamb, Tis the day of 
our joy and triumph, with the glorified ſaints and 
angels, *T'is the day of our coronation, and of our 


| entrance into our kingdom; when the King of Kings, 


and the Lord of Lords, ſhall crown us with his own 


hand, and put us in poſſeſſion of an empire, prepared 
for us in the beginning of the world. In a word, *tis 


the day when we ſhall come to the Lord Jeſus, and be 
with him, as he is with the father, that we may be all 


of 


20 


of judꝑiuent, the day of the Lord, the day « f redemp- 

tion, and the great day; but oft: times, without any 

addition, is ſti'ed the day, and that day. As in 

Hcb chap. x. * Let us conſider one another, to pro- 
<< voke unto love; not forſaking the aſſembling of 

« ourſelves together, as the manner of ſome is, but 

s exhorting one another; and ſo much the more as ye 

ſee the day approaching” In the Epiſt. to the 
Theſſ. Fou are not in darkneſs; that, that day 
«© ſhould ſurpriſe you.” Thus in the 2d Epiſt. to 

Tim. chap. i. St. Paul ſaith, | know whom I have 
believed; and am perſwaded that he is able to keep 
* that which I have committed unto him, againit 

©. that day.” And when he remembers the good and 
Charitable deeds of On:fiphorus, he prays for him in 
this manner, The Lord grant unto him, that he 

«+ may find mercy of the Lord in that day.” And in 

chap. iv. ſpe:king of himſelf, he faith; I have 

* fought a good fight; I have finiſhed my courle z 

« I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up 

* for me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, 

„ the righteous judge, ſhall give me at that day.“ 

And in expectat on of this day of days, all creatures 

are groaning and travelling in pain until now. But 

eſpecially beltevers, who have the firſt fruits of the 

ſpirit, groan in themſelves ; defiring, with an earneſt 

and holy deſire, to ſee the breaking of the great and 

glorious day, Tis the end of all the prophecies, and 

the accompliſhment of all God's gracious promiſes, to 

his people, in all ages of the world, Tis the end and 

reward of our ſpiritual calling, and fulfilling of all our 

deſires and expectations, and crowning of all our 

labours, and the higheſt ſtep of that glory and happineſs 

unto which we pretend, / 
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Since Chrift ſhall come as a thief in the night, and 
ſhall ſurprite all the children of this world unawares, 


to incline your ſou's believers to the love of God, and 
expectation of your mercitul Lord, behave yourſelves 


in the ſame manner, as you would doy if you were now 


at the eve of this great feſtival; as if you did ſpy 
already the breaking of this moſt happy day. . Entertain 
now the ſame affection and joy, as if you did hear the 
voice of God, and the trumpet of the arch angel; as if 
the earth was already in a flame, and as it Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf were coming in the clouds of heaven. And in 
regard, no impure thing ſhall enter into the heavenly 
and holy Jeruſalem ; and that without holineſs no man 
ſhall ſee the face of God, Cleanſe yourſelves, Chriſ- 
tians, from all filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit, perfect- 
ing holineſs in the fear of God, Forſake all manner 


of vice; give yourſelves over to virtue, and to the 


practice of all good. Imitate the diligence of that 
faithful ſervant of Chriſt that is now gone before us, 


that you may not be aſhamed at the coming of your 
great maſter. Take heed that ye be not like the wiſe 


virgins, that ſlept as well as the fooliſh 3 but watch and 
pray, that vou may not enter into temptation. Redeem 
the time, for the days are evil. And make haſte to 
put on the garments of righteouſneſs and innocence z 
fill your hearts with the holy oil of faith, of hope and 


t, 


charity. Take your lamps in your hands, and let 


Four ſouls ſhine with a divine light. 


Is this bleſſed diſpoſition let us go and meet our 
heavenly bridegroom, and haſten his coming by our 


| | prayers and groans. Let our ſouls be full of love; let 


them ſigh for our divine Jeſus, and being moved with 


the ſame affections as St. John, let us ſay to him, with 
An catneſt deſire, © Come Lord Jeſus,” and if he an- 


ſwers, 


\ 
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wers, for certain I come quickly, let the Jonging ot 
your ſouls increaſe more and more, that you may be 
able to pray more fervently ; and let this cry reach to 
heaven, Come, Lord Jeſus, even come, Lord, come 


* quickly; and fo we ſhall ever be with the Lord; 
« therefore, comfort one another with theſe words. 


I ſhall now come to ſpeak of the mournful ſubje&t, 
7k cauſe of this ſolemn gathering together of the people 
of God at this time. The deceaſed reverend and 
faithful miniſter of Chriſt, Mr. Thomas Jones, a name 
of precious and eternal memory. I being a fellow 
ſtudent with him in the ſame College, | ſhall conſider 
him, both in the quality of his office, as he was an 
ambaſſador of Chriſt; declaring his mind, and repre- 
ſenting his authority; and in the holineſs of his perſon, 
ſhew ing forth the graces and virtues of his divine maſter. 
God had furniſhed him with a rare union of thoſe 
parts, that are requiſite to form an excellent miniſter 
of his word. A clear judgment, rich fancy, ſtrong 
memory, and happy elocution met in him, and were 
-excellently improved by his diligent ſtudy, The 
preaching of the word is the principle part of the 
miniſter's duty; moſt eſſential to his calling, and moft 
neceſſary to church. For this end chiefly, the ſeveral 
orders in the miniſterial office were inſtituted, Ephel. 
chap. iv. And upon our Saviour's triumphant aſcent, 
and reception into heaven, an abundant effuſion of the 
ſpirit, in graces and abi ities deſcended upon men. 
Now in the performing this work, he was of that con- 


ſpicuous eminence, that none could detract from him, - 


but from 1 ignorance or envy. 


is was ene ed with extraordinaty knowledge i in | 
the en ptures ; thoſe holy oracles of God, from bene, 
i | all | 
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al ſpiritual light is derived; and in his preiching, gave 
web a per ſpicuous account of the order and dependanee 
of divine truths, and with that feli ity applied the 
fcriptures to confirm them, that every ſubject by his 
management was cultivated and improved; His dil- 
courſes were ſo clear and convincing, that none, with 
out offering voluntary violence to conſcicnce, could 
reſiſt their evidence. And from thence they were 
effectual, not only to inſpire a ſudden flame, and a ſhort 
commotion in the affections, but to make a lating 
change in the life. For in the humane ſoul, ſuch is 


| the. compoſition of its faculties, that till the underſtands 


ing be lectified in vs apprehenſions and eſtimations, the 
will is never induc'd to make an entire firm choice of 
what is neceſſary for the obtaining perfect happineſs. 
A ſincere, perſe ve eing converſion is effected by weighty 
reaſons, that fink and ſettle in the heart. His de ct ine 
was uncorrupt and pure, the truth according to godli- 
neſs. He was far from a guilty, vile intention, to 
proſtitute that ſacred ordinance, for the acquiring any 
private fecular advantage : Neither did he entertain his 
hearers-with empty notions, intricate diſputes, dry and 
barren without productive virtue; but as one that 
always had before his eyes, the great end of the mi- 
niſtry, the glory of God, and the falvation of ſouls. 


Nis ſermons were directed to open their eyes, that they 


might ſee their wretched condition as ſinners, to haſten 
their flight from the wrath to come, to make them 
humbly, thankfully, and entirely receive Chriſt, as 
their prince, and all- ſufficient Saviour, and to build up 
the converted in their moſt holy faith, and more excels 
lent love, that is the fulfilling of the law, I ſhort, to 
make true chriſtians eminent in . and univer. 
ſal 3 to the goſpel of Chriſt. 
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nouriſhment, His fervour and earneſtneis in preaching 


L 24 
As the matter of his ſermons was deſigned for the 
good of ſouls, ſo his way of expreſſion was proper to 
that end. Words are the v-hicle of the heavenly light. 
As the divine wiſdom was incarnate to reveal the 
eternal counſels of God to the world; fo ſpiritual wiſ- 
dom in the mind muſt be cloathed with words; to make 
it ſenſible to others. And in this he had a ſingular 
talent. His ſtile was not exquilitely ſtudied, not con- 
ſifting of harmonious periods, but far diſtant from 
meanneſs, His expreſſions was natural and free, clear 
and eloquent, quick and powerful, without any ſpice 
of folly, and always ſuitable to the ſimplicity and 
majeſty of divine truths, His ſermons afforded ſub- 


ſtantial food with delight, ſo that a faſtidious mind 


could not diſreliſn them. He abhorr*d a vain oſten- 
tation of wit, in handling ſacred things, ſo venerab'e 
and grave, and of eternal conſequence. Indeed, what 
is more unbecoming a miniſter of Chriſt, than to waſte 
the ſpirits of his brain, as a ſpider does his bowels, to 
{pin a wet.b, only to catch flies; to get vain applauſe 
by fooliſh pleaſing the ignorant, and what cruelty is it 
to the ſouls of men. *Tis recorded az an inftance of 


Nero's ſavage temper, that in a general famine, when 


many periſhed ty hunger, he order'd a ſhip ſhould 
come from Egypt, the granary of Italy laden with ſand 


for the uſes of wreſtlers. In ſuch extremity to provide 
for delight, that they might be ſpeacl-s on the theatre, 


when the city of Rome wa an object of ſuch mitery, 
as to melt the heart of any but a Nero, was molt cruel 


and barbarous, but 'tis cruelty of an heavier imputa- 


tion, for a miniſter to prepare his ſermons to pleaſe the 
fooliſh curioſity of fancy, with flaſhy conceits. Nay, 
ſuch light vanities, that. would ſcarce be endured in a 
ſcene, while hungry ſouls. Janguiſh for want of ſolid 
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was ſuch, as might ſoften and make pliant the moͤſt 
ſtubhorn, obdurate ſpirits. I am not ſpeaking of one 


| whoſe talent was only in voice, that labours in the 


pulpit, as if the end of preaching were for the exerciſe 
of the body, and not for the profit of ſouls, But this 
man of God was inflam'd with an holy zeal, and from 
thence ſuch ardent expreſſions broke forth, as were 
capable to procure attention and conſent in his hearefs. 


he ſpake as one that had a living faith within him, of 


divine truths. From this union of zeal, with his knows 
ledge, he was excellently qualified to convince and 
convert ſouls; the ſound of words only ſtrikes the 
ear, but the mind reaſons with the mind, aad the 
heart ſpeaks to the heart. 


HIs unparalell'd aſſiduity in preaching, declar'd him 
very ſenſible of thoſe dear and ſtrong obligations that 
lie upon miniſte is, to be very diligent in that bleſſed 
work. Whit a powerful motive our Saviour urged 
upon St. Peter, As thou loveſt me, feed my ſheep; 
feed my lambs;” And can any feed too much, when 
none can love enough? Can any pains be ſufficieat for 


the ſalvation of ſouls, for which the ſon of God did 


not eſteem his blood too coſtly a price? Is not inceſſant, 
unwearied induſtry, requiſite to advance the work of 
grace in them, to perfection ? In this work of a mi- 
niſter has its peculiar diſadvantage, that whereas an 
artificer, how curious and difficult ſoever his work be, 


yet has this encouragement, that what is begun with 


art and care, he finds in the fame ſtate wherein twas 
left, A ſculptor that carves a ſtatue, tho gh his 
labour be hard from the reſiſtance of the matter, yet 
his work remains firm and durable. But the heart of 


man is of a ſtrange tempet, hard as marble z nor cafily 


receptive of heayenly impreſſions z yet, fluid as water, 
7 D chor 
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. thoſe impreſſions are eaſily defac'd in it; 'tis expos'd 


ro ſo many temptations, that induce an oblivion of 


Eternal things, that without frequent excitations, to 


quicken and confirm its holy purpoſes, it grows care- 
leſs, and all the labour is loſt that was ſpent on it. 
This faichſul miniſter abounded in the work of the 
Lord; and which is truly admirable, though ſo fre- 
quent in preaching, yet was always ſuperior to others, 
and equal to himſelf. In his laſt time, when declining 


to death, yet he would not leave his beloved work, 
the vigour of his mind, ſupporting the weakneſs of 
his body, | JH 


Hx was no fomentor of faction, but ſtudious of the 
publick tranquility. He knew what a bleſſing, peace 


is, and wiſely foreſaw the pernicious conſequences that 
attend diviſions. By peace, the bond of mutual har- |. 
mony, the weakeſt things are preſerved, and proſper, 


but were diſcord reigns, the heavenly conſent in the 


primitive church, was a principal cauſe of its miracu- 
lous increaſe and flouriſhing; but after diſſentions 
pPrevailed amongſt chriſtians, that was deſtroyed in a 
ſhoit time, which was built by the divine union, and 
heroick patience of the primitive chriſtians; and the 
gloriods beginnings that promis'd reformation of all 
Europe, were more obſtructed by the diſſentions of 
Tome, employed in that bleiſed work, than all the | 
power and ſubtilty; the arms and artifices of the | 
wicked. How afflictive are the conſiderations of our 
divided church. Sweet peace, whither art thou fled ? 
| Vlefled Saviour, who didſt by thy precious blood, re- 


concile heaven and earth; ſend down thy ſpirit to 
inſpire us with that wiſdom that is pure and peaceable, 


that thoſe who agree in the ſame principles of faith, 


in aſſerting the ſame principles of holineſs, may receive 
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one another in love, in the bond of peace, and righ- 


teouſneſs of lite. Bri-fly, confider him as a chriſtian, 
his lite Was anſwerable to his doctrine. 


Tris { rvant of God was like a f. uitful tree, that 
1 in its branches, what it contains in the root; 
his inward grace was made viſible, in a converſation 
| becoming the goſpel of Chriſt. His refolute contempt 


of the world, ſecured him from being wrought on by 


; thole morives, that rempt low ipirits from their duty. 
| His generous conitancy of mind, in r*fiſting the cure 
rent popular humour, declared his loyalty to his divine 
maſter. He had great experience of God's fatherly 
love, to which his filial confidence was correſpondent. 
His converſation was holy and exemplary ; for ever 
1 his hearers, from the ſeriptures, in their 
uty 


[ ſhall finih my character of him, with obſerving 
He was humble, and of a meek ſpirit, 
He pur his truſt in the merits of 


nitely terrible to appear before God the judge of all, 


-, without the protection of the blood of ſprinkling, chat 


© ſpeaks better things than the blood of Abel Though 
his labours were abundant, yet he knew, chat work 
| paſting through our hands, is ſo blemiſh'd, that with- 


N out an appeal to pardoning mercy and grace, we can; 
not ſtand i in judgment before God. 


Hz languiſhed many months, but fois he 
| ſhould be too ſtrong for his infirmity, till at latt it 
became inſuperable and mortal. Many pathetical ag- 
FT <> :parp heighten our great and dear loſs ; that ſuch 
A faithful miniſter of Chriſt ſhould be taken * 
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Whoſe preaching was fo powerful, to repair the woef:| 


ruins of godlineſs and virtue. in a degenerate age 
whoſe prudent, pacifick ſpirit, rendered kim fo ufer,| 
in thele divided times When profeſſors of the goſp«| 
of Chriſt ate alienated from one another, as it they 


had been baptized with the wate:s of ſtrife, and tha: 
the fountain of ſorrow ſhould be opened by this afflic. 


ting ſtroke. But it becomes us to receive the diſpen 


lations of heaven, with humble and quiet ſubmiſſion; 


to reflect upon our ſins with an holy grief, that pro- 
voke God to remove ſuch an excellent inſtrument 
his glory from us. Let us pray to the Lord of th: 


| harveſt, that he will ſend forth faithful labourers into 
it. O that ſurviving miniſters might be animate 


with a'zeal more pute and fervent in their divine 
work. And that people would be wiſe, while a price 
is put into their hands, to improve it for their eterna 
advantage. This fa.thful ſervant of Chriſt, hat 
fought the good fight. He has finiſhed his courſe, and 
kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for him 4 
crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the righteoui 


judge ſhall give him at that day; and not to him only, 


but unto ail them alſo that love his appearing. For. 
| bleſſed are the dead which die in the Lord, even { 
faith the ſpirit, for they reſt from their Jabours. | 
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